OWEN AND EASLY BRITISH SOCIALISM	159
wages: in 1819, the average wages were, for men, 95, nd. a
week; for women, 6s.; for boys, 45. 3d; for girls, 35. sd. It
must be admitted that there is nothing Utopian about these
figures. In such matters, Owen was not free, since he had to earn
dividends. As it was, his partners were always complaining of
his philanthropy. In 1809, and again in 1813, he bought out the
existing partners by the help of new ones, who, he hoped, would
give him a freer hand. On the second occasion, the bulk of the
new money was supplied by Jeremy Bentham and a Quaker,
William Allen. With the latter he still had difficulties, but they
were of a different sort from those that he had had with his
former partners, and on the whole less serious.
At first, he had some trouble with his workpeople, owing to his
being a southerner and a stranger. But he gradually won them
over, partly by his personality, but still more by his action in
1806, when the United States placed an embargo on all exports to
Great Britain, thereby cutting off the supplies of raw cotton. For
four months the mills had to be closed, but he kept on all his
employees at full wages. After this, all had confidence in fri™.
One of the most interesting parts of Owen's management was
the establishment of a school in connection with the factory.
Like all other reformers of that period, he attributed enormous
importance to education, and held that character is wholly, or
almost wholly, the product of circumstances. But unlike the
others, who acknowledged the authority of Helvethis, he dis-
covered this great truth himself (or so he says) through the
effect upon his digestion of very hot 'flummery,* a kind of
porridge. He certainly had one advantage over James Mill: he
loved and understood children. Everything that he says about
education is good, and he understands the emotions and the
bodies of children as well as their intellects. There was a nursery
school on thoroughly modern lines. Dancing, in suitable costume,
was an important part of the curriculum, which pained Mr
Allen, especially as the boys wore kilts instead of trousers. He
made Owen promise that this sort of thing should cease, but
apparently it continued none the less.
New Lanark was famous throughout the world, and in ten
years nearly 20,000 persons visited it Among others came the
Grand Duke Nicholas (afterwards Tsar), who stayed the night
at Owen's house and listened to Owen expounding his views for
two hours or more. He offered to take one of Owen's sons into
his service, and even suggested that Owen himself should come to

